
Planning or Adding an Areaway
for a Bilco Basement Door
If you are planning to add a basement areaway to an
existing home or plan to include one on your new home,
there are two methods of supplying a basement areaway.
The first is to have a pre-fabricated areaway delivered and
installed on your home by an authorized Bilco installer
(See the PermEntry Basement Entrance section on the
Bilco website for more information). The second method is
to construct your own basement areaway on site. If you
choose to construct your own areaway, the following
information will help you with this process.

Constructing an Areaway

1) Select the location of the Areaway - Locate the base-
ment entrance where it does not interfere with
partitions, utilities, piping or appliances. It should be
located to provide a convenient traffic pattern relative to
the inside basement stairway. Locate the areaway away
from potential hazards that could prevent access to the
Bilco Door, such as furnace, fireplace, or garage.

2) Determine Areaway Dimensions and Door Size -
At the selected areaway location, determine the height
of the outside grade above your basement floor. Refer
to the table below for the inside dimensions of the
areaway, and correct size Bilco Door, extension, (if
required), and stair stringers.

3) Construct areaway foundation - Construct the area-
way foundation at the same time as the house
foundation, utilizing the same type of footings,
materials, and methods. Top of finished areaway should
be 4" to 6” above grade. For complete information on
adding an areaway foundation to your existing home,
contact The Bilco Company.


